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What needs to happen, what metrics, for contact tracing and quarantining to end? 
When the community significantly increases its immunity to COVID-19 through either 
vaccine-induced or natural immunity, layers of prevention or mitigation can be removed  
Until that happens implementing basic mitigation measures including isolation and 
quarantine are essential to avoid risk of further spread, being out of work or school, 
visits to the doctor, mild illness, severe illness, hospital stays and death. Increasing 
vaccination in both the community and school population reduces the opportunity for 
the virus to spread and mutate. Furthermore, COVID-19 testing strategies can reduce 
the burden quarantine puts on students, parents and the community. 

What are your guidelines for ordering a school to close?  See two questions below 

What would you do if a school district openly disobeyed a health department order? 
There are civil and criminal enforcement mechanisms in place in the Michigan Public 
Health Code to compel compliance with an Order issued by the Health Officer, and 
punish criminal violations. If a violation occurred, the matter would be turned over to 
the legal and law enforcement departments of the County for an appropriate response. 

How many "in-person transmissions" or outbreaks constitutes an order for building 
closure? 
The total number of school associated cases is important but not the only factor 
considered. Other factors include: 
-the time period over which cases occur 
-the distribution across both classrooms and grade levels; when the distribution is 
across rooms and grades, it limits the effectiveness of more specific intervention by 
individual, class or grade level 
-the ongoing status of new cases in context of what mitigation measures are already in 
place or that could be optimized (vaccination, masking, distancing, ventilation, testing, 
isolation and quarantine). 
-students or staff continuing to attend school with symptoms 
-the percentage of students or staff out sick or in quarantine may also be considered, 
especially when basic school functioning is disrupted.   

What would happen in the population if we removed all pandemic protocols (masks, 
social distancing, quarantines, vaccinations) in the Lakeview student population? 
The risk for school-associated COVID-19 transmission would increase as would the 
risk of being out of work, school, visits to the doctor, mild illness, severe illness, 
hospital stays and death. 

How many children under 12 in Lakeview have contracted Covid-19 to date? 



 
This data is for the Lakeview School District as defined geographically.  The data 
cannot determine if the child under the age of 12 actually attends Lakeview Schools.  
193 confirmed or probable cases of COVID-19 in individuals under 12 within the 
geographical boundaries of LVS have been reported to the Calhoun County Public 
Health Department. If infections or cases are not reported, then they cannot be 
counted. 
  

How many Covid-related deaths have occurred in Lakeview to date? 
This data is for the Lakeview School District as defined geographically.  Deaths within 
the geographical boundaries of LVS – 45  

What percentage of Lakeview students, ages 12-18, are fully vaccinated? 
This data is for the Lakeview School District as defined geographically.  The data 
cannot determine if the child age 12-17 actually attends Lakeview Schools. Given 
these facts, a number rather than percentage is more accurate to report.  Data was not 
tracked for 12-18, data is for 12-17yo: 724 fully vaccinated persons aged 12-17 reside 
within the boundaries of LVS. 

Which health and medical organizations endorse mask wearing as a means of 
stopping the spread of Covid-19? 
Including universal K-12 recommendations, organizations include the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Physicians, American Medical 
Association, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services, Western Michigan University Homer Stryker MD School 
of Medicine, Calhoun County Public Health Department, Oaklawn Health Care, 
Bronson Children’s Hospital, and several other Health Care Institutions. 

What are doctors and nurses in Calhoun County telling you about their experiences 
treating Covid-19 patients? 
Community members and healthcare professionals have been greatly affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Doctors and nurses have worked long hours in clinics, ERs and 
the hospitals to protect the community. They are tired. COVID-19 is now a vaccine 
preventable illness in those who are aged 12 years+. It is hard on both families and 
professionals when taking care of community members who were not fully vaccinated 
given it is evident suffering could have been prevented. 

The pandemic has been active for 18 months and counting. What is keeping you up at 
night as a caretaker of public health? 
COVID-19 is a community problem that requires community solutions. There is 
concern that additional suffering could be prevented. There is concern for maintaining 
and engendering trust and trustworthiness within the community. There is also concern 
for the emergence of additional variants of high consequence if not enough people 
have immunity in the community. Furthermore, there is concern for the future – for 
future public health challenges and preparedness for the next pandemic. 



 
Is it significant that the vaccines have reduced effectiveness after a period of time? 
Doesn't this happen with all vaccines? 
Vaccine efficacy refers to how vaccines perform in ideal conditions such as clinical 
trials. Vaccine effectiveness is how vaccines perform in wider populations. When 
evaluating vaccine effectiveness, it is important to consider what populations are being 
considered over what time period for what specific outcome. COVID-19 vaccines are 
effective at preventing infection and highly effective at preventing severe disease 
hospitalization and death from COVID-19. 

How rare are "breakthrough infections" in Cahoun County? 
As of September 17th, 2021 Calhoun County has had 382 documented breakthrough 
infections out of 57,219 fully vaccinated residents or 0.6%.  Breakthrough infections 
are expected. Context is important however. For example, as more people are 
vaccinated, a greater number by definition is then eligible for breakthrough infection. 
However, breakthrough infections are a small percentage of those who are fully 
vaccinated (0.6% in Calhoun County). When breakthrough infections do occur, they 
are much more likely to be mild infections – this is one but not the only purpose of 
vaccination. 

Why is there such a lag between the CCPHD and the new state guidelines with 
quarantine? 
The new State guidance for quarantine was issued on September 8th. Issuing a 
guidance does not mean that guidance can be implemented immediately, CCPHD 
went to work, sought input from various entities and issued the procedures for 
implementing the new quarantine options on Thursday, September 16th. 

What is the current process for contact tracing for the CCPHD? 
When a new case is identified, a trained professional from CCPHD does a case 
investigation. They determine when the positive case was contagious, and work with 
the school on identifying who was in close contact during the contagious period. 
Schools use their internal resources (attendance logs, video feeds, seating charts) to 
get this information. During the case investigation, the CCPHD staff also determines 
non-school related close contacts.  

If the CCPHD does not have the capacity to effectively do contact tracing, what efforts 
are being taken to improve this? 
CCPHD currently has capacity to properly investigate school cases and make final 
determinations for exposed individuals. 

Is it appropriate for school staff to do contact tracing? 
Yes, working with school staff who are in the building, in the classroom and understand 
how the daily operation is run is essential for determination of exposure.   

Why are school's being shut down, but outdoor sporting events are not, where there 
are large groups of people not social distancing and wearing masks? Doesn't this send 
a contradictory message? 



 
Extracurricular activities do pose risk for transmission but activity-specific 

association (e.g. a sports team) has not been clearly identified as a place of 

ongoing transmission for the September 2021 Lakeview High School building 

outbreak thus far. If such an association was identified, testing of the 

team/activity participants could inform isolation of cases and quarantine of 

contacts to prevent the spread within and external to these smaller groups and 

could require the sport to be paused.   

 

Regarding Spectators: In general, outdoor gatherings are a low risk, however, 

risk increases when prolonged periods of time are spent <6 feet from each other 

and particularly when cheering or shouting is occurring.  Indoor gathering and 

car pooling are a much higher risk for Covid 19 transmission. 
 

  

 
 


